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The main outcome of the Conference was its !"#$%&' ()**%+*"&+' ,)#'
(-%$.#"&'%&'/0#)1"'2&.' ("&+#2$'34%2, adopted by consensus and invoking 
the term “intergenerational justice” for the first time, it is believed, in 
official U.N. pronouncements.71  It is important to acknowledge, however, 
the earlier contribution of the above-cited 1998 Aarhus Convention,72 
which, though regional in scope,73 has been characterized by former U.N.  
Secretary-General Kofi Annan as “the most ambitious venture in the area of 
environmental democracy so far undertaken under the auspices of the 
United Nations.”74  Stressing the need for citizen participation in 
environmental issues and for access to environmental information held by 
public authorities, the Convention also links environmental values and 
human rights by “[r]ecognizing . . . that every person has the right to live in 
an environment adequate to his or her health and well-being, and the duty, 
both individually and in association with others, to protect and improve the 
environment for the benefit of present and future generations.”75 

The concept of intergenerational justice appears also to rest 
comfortably with all disciplines.  The FRFG, embracing multiple 
disciplines, sums it up thusly: “[I]ntergenerational justice means that 
today’s children and future generations must be capable to [sic] meet their 
own needs and fulfill their rights and aspirations to at least the same extent 
as the generation governing today.”76  For its formulation, the FRFG 

                                                                                                                 
take into account the need to respect and protect the rights of future, unborn, 
generations of children . . . [to encourage] greater complementarity in applying 
the principles of Agenda 21, the Aarhus Convention, and the CRC, promot[e] a 
more child-centred and multi-disciplinary approach to environmental and 
intergenerational issues, [conduct] long term impact studies on developments that 
threaten the well-being and rights of future children . . . and extend the liability 
period for environmental damage in international conventions. 

5.6 at 3–4; 4""'2$4) Convention on the Rights of the Child, 401#2 note 25; Convention on Access to 
Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters, 
June 25, 1998, 38 I.L.M. 517 (1999) 272%$28$"' 2+ http://www.un.org/Depts/Treaty/ 
collection/notpubl/27-13eng.htm, #"1#%&+".'%& 5 INTERNATIONAL LAW AND WORLD ORDER, 401#2'note 
44, at V.B.18, [hereinafter Aarhus Convention]. 
 71. For details on the Berlin Intergovernmental Conference and its “Berlin Commitment,” see 
!"#$%&'()&,"#"&9"')&'(-%$.#"&, 401#2'note 68. 
 72. :""  Aarhus Convention,'401#2 note 70. 
 73. As of September 2007, the Convention had been ratified by forty-one primarily European 
and Central Asian states and the European Community.  The state parties are members of the Economic 
Commission for Europe and states have consultative status with the Commission.  5.6 
 74. U.N. Econ. Comm’n for Eur. (UNECE), About the Aarhus Clearinghouse, 
http://aarhusclearinghouse.unece.org/about.cfm (last visited Apr. 30, 2008). 
 75. For details on the U.N. Special Session on Children, see UNICEF’s website at 
http://www.unicef.org/specialsession/press/01pr47.htm.  For details on the Berlin Intergovernmental 
Conference and its “Berlin Commitment,” see !"#$%&'()&,"#"&9"')&'(-%$.#"&, 401#2'note 68. 
 76. :""  FRFG website, 401#2 note 56. 
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