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Gregory Alexander is the A. Robert Noll Professor of Law at Cornell University Law School,
where he has taught since 1985. Professor Alexander has written extensively on property law
and takings issues. He won the American Publishers Association's 1997 Best Book of the Year in
Law award for his work, Commodity and Propriety. His most recent book is The Global Debate
Over Constitutional Property: Lessons for American Takings Jurisprudence. Professor Alexander
has been a Fellow at the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Science, in Palo Alto,
California and at the Max-Planck-Institute for Comparative and International Law, in Hamburg
and Heidelberg, Germany. Professor Alexander is a graduate of the University of lllinois Urbana-
Champaign and Northwestern University School of Law. Following graduation from
Northwestern, Professor Alexander clerked for the Hon. George Edwards of the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Sixth Circuit.

D. Benjamin Barros is an Associate Professor of Law at Widener University School of Law in
Harrisburg. Professor Barros teaches Property, Business Organizations, Real Estate
Transactions, and Seminars on Takings and Property Theory. His research focuses on property
law, theory, and reform as well as takings. In 2008, he was chair of the Property Section of the
Association of American Law Schools. Prior to Teaching at Widener, Professor Barros practiced
in the New York office of Debevoise & Plimpton and was a law clerk to the Honorable Milton
Pollack of the United States District Court for the Southern District of New York. Professor
Barros is a graduate of Colgate University and Fordham University School of Law, where he was
an editor of the Fordham Law Review.

Peter Byrne is a Professor of Law at the Georgetown University Law Center, and the Faculty
Director of the Georgetown Environmental Law and Policy Program. Professor Byrne teaches
and writes in the areas of Property, Land Use, Constitutional Law, and Higher Education Law
and Policy. He served as Associate Dean for the Georgetown JD Program from 1997 to 2000,
and was John Carroll Research Professor in 1996-97. Prior to joining the Georgetown Law
Center faculty in 1985, he served as a law clerk for Judge Frank Coffin of the U.S Court of
Appeals for the First Circuit and for Justice Lewis Powell of the U.S. Supreme Court, and then
worked as an associate with the D.C. firm of Covington & Burling. Professor Byrne is a graduate
of the University of Virginia School of Law.

Holly Doremus is Professor of Law at the University of California, Berkeley and Davis, and a
Member Scholar of the Center for Progressive Reform. She has written extensively about
environmental and natural resources law and policy, with particular emphasis on biodiversity
conservation and on the interplay of science and policy. She received her B.S. in biology from
Trinity College (Hartford, CT), Ph.D. in plant physiology from Cornell University, and J.D. from



the University of California, Berkeley (Boalt Hall). After law school, she clerked for Judge
Diarmuid O’Scannlain of the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit and practiced
law in Corvallis, Oregon, before joining the faculty at UC Davis.

John Echeverria is a Professor of Law at Vermont Law School. Professor Echeverria teaches in
the areas of property, water, resources, and land use. In 2009, he received a Certificate of
Commendation from the Assistant Attorney General for the Environment and Natural
Resources. Professor Echeverria has written extensively on the takings issue and other aspects
of environmental law. Prior to joining the faculty of Vermont Law, he was the Executive
Director of Georgetown University Law Center’s Georgetown Environmental Law and Policy
Institute. He also has served as counsel for governments and public interest groups in
numerous takings cases, including as co-counsel for the Governor and Attorney General of
Hawaii before the U.S. Supreme Court in Lingle v. Chevron. In 2007, Professor Echeverria
received the ABA’s Jefferson Fordham Advocacy Award to recognize outstanding excellence
within the area of state and local government law over a lifetime of achievement. Professor
Echeverria is the former General Counsel of the National Audubon Society, and the former
General Counsel and Conservation Director of American Rivers, Inc. He served as law clerk for
Judge Gerhard Gesell of the U.S. District Court in the District of Columbia. He received a B.A.
from Yale College, an M.F.S. from the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies, and a
J.D. from Yale Law School.

Richard Frank is a Lecturer in Residence at the University of California at Berkeley Boalt Hall
School of Law where he serves as the Executive Director of the California Center for
Environmental Law & Policy. Professor Frank is an expert in environmental law, land use,
energy issues, and property rights. He has written numerous takings publications, including The
Takings Issue: Constitutional Limits on Land Use Control and Environmental Regulation (with
Meltz and Merriam, 1998). Prior to teaching at Berkeley, Professor Frank served as the
California Department of Justice’s chief deputy attorney general for legal affairs and the
Attorney General’s principal liaison to state government. Professor Frank also worked as staff
attorney for the U.S. Federal Energy Administration, staff counsel for the California Energy
Commissions, and deputy attorney general in the Land Law section of the California
Department of Justice. Professor Frank received his B.A. from the University of California at
Santa Barbara in 1971 and his J.D. from the University of California at Davis in 1974.

Alexandra Klass is a Professor of Law at the University of Minnesota Law School. She teaches
and writes in the areas of environmental law, natural resources law, tort law and property law.
Her articles have appeared in the lowa Law Review, Emory Law Journal, Notre Dame Law
Review, Minnesota Law Review, University of Colorado Law Review, and Ecology Law Quarterly,
among others. Prior to her teaching career, Professor Klass was a partner at Dorsey & Whitney
LLP in Minneapolis, where she specialized in environmental law and land use cases. During her
years in private practice from 1993-2004, she handled cases in federal and state trial and
appellate courts in Minnesota and other states involving contaminated property, wetlands,
environmental review law, environmental rights law, zoning, eminent domain, and
environmental torts. She continues to represent clients pro bono in cases involving



environmental law and land use matters. Professor Klass clerked for the Honorable Barbara B.
Crabb, Chief Judge of the U.S. District Court for the Western District of Wisconsin, from 1992-
1993. She received her B.A. degree in political science and French from the University of
Michigan in 1988, and her J.D. from the University of Wisconsin Law School in 1992, where she
was an articles editor for the Wisconsin Law Review and a member of the Order of the Coif.

Patrick McGinley is a Professor of Law at West Virginia University College of Law, where he has
taught since 1975. Professor McGinley has written extensively on the topic of mineral law.
Professor McGinley has edited eleven volumes of the Eastern Mineral Law Foundation’s Annual
Institutes, and was also editor of the treatise Coal Law and Regulation. He has also written
numerous law review articles and book chapters on mineral law and environmental justice.
Professor McGinley received the Trial Lawyers for Public Justice Foundation’s Public Justice
Achievement Award in 2000 and received the Cary Rydberg Award for Outstanding
Contributions to Public Interest Advocacy from the Oregon Public Interest Law Conference in
1998. He is a graduate of Dickenson College and Duke University Law School, where he served
on the Editorial Board of the Duke Law Journal.

Thomas Merril is a Professor of Law at Yale Law School, where he specializes in property,
environmental law, administrative law, eminent domain, and the U.S. Supreme Court. Professor
Merrill has published dozens of articles in the country's most prestigious law reviews, including
the Columbia Law Review, Harvard Law Review, and Yale Law Journal. He has co-authored
multiple textbooks, generally dealing with the laws of property. Before coming to Yale, Merrill
was the Charles Keller Beekman Professor of Law at Columbia Law School from 2003 to 2008,
and the John Paul Stevens Professor of Law at Northwestern University from 1986 to 2003. He
also served as a Deputy Solicitor General from 1987 to 1990. He received a B.A. from Grinnell
College in 1971 and a B.A. in politics, philosophy and economics in 1973 from Oxford University,
where he was a Rhodes Scholar. He received his J.D. from the University of Chicago Law School
in 1977 and went on to clerk for Judge David L. Bazelon of the D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals, and
then Supreme Court Justice Harry A. Blackmun.

Robert Meltz is an attorney-adviser with the nonpartisan Congressional Research Service,
where he has responsibility for advising Congress on takings issues, property rights legislation,
and environmental law. He has testified before congressional committees on property right
legislation and is a frequent CLE lecturer. Professor Meltz also authored several articles on
takings law such as Wetlands Regulation and the Law of Regulatory Takings, 30 ENVTL.L.RPTR.
10468 (2000), and coauthored a book entitled The Takings Issue: Constitutional Limits on Land
Use Controls and Environmental Regulation (1999). He has served on the steering committees
of the environment sections of both the District of Columbia Bar and Federal Bar Association.
Professor Meltz received a B.A. and an M.A. from the University of Pennsylvania and a J.D.
degree from Georgetown University Law Center.

Janet Milne is the Director of the Environmental Tax Policy Institute and a Professor of Law at
Vermont Law School. She teaches land use regulation, regulatory takings, and environmental
taxation. Professor Milne is lead editor of the 2009 book Mountain Resorts: Ecology and the



Law and co-editor of the book series Critical Issues in Environmental Taxation. She has
cosponsored seven of the ten Global Conferences on Environmental Taxation, and is a member
of the American Bar Association Energy and Environmental Taxes Committee. Professor Milne
received her B.A. from Williams College in 1973 and her J.D. from Georgetown University in
1981. Following graduation at Georgetown, Professor Milne clerked for the Hon. Frank M.
Coffin, chief judge of the United States Court of Appeals for the First Circuit.

David Owen is a Professor of Law at the University of Maine School of Law, where he
specializes in environmental law. Professor Owen’s research interests range from ecosystem
restoration to climate change, and he is particularly interested in legal responses to
environmental uncertainty and change. He has published in numerous policy and legal journals,
including, most recently, Environmental Science and Policy and the Columbia Law Review. Prior
to joining the Maine Law faculty in 2007, Professor Owen practiced with a small San Francisco
firm specializing in environmental, land use, and water law, and he clerked for Judge Samuel
Conti of the United States District Court for the Northern District of California. Professor Owen
graduated from Amherst College and the University of California at Berkeley School of Law.
Prior to law school, Professor Owen worked as a geologist and environmental auditor for an
environmental consulting firm.

Raymon Palmquist is a Professor of Economics at North Carolina State University, where he has
taught since 1979. Dr. Palmquist specializes in natural resource and environmental economics,
as well as urban and regional economics and microeconomics. Dr. Palmquist has published
articles in numerous economics and policy journals, including the Journal of Environmental
Management, the International Yearbook of Environmental and Resource Economics, and Land
Economics. Dr. Palmquist is the former head of the Economics Department at North Carolina
State; he is also the former Associate Editor of the Journal of Environmental Economics and
Management (1992-93) and Vice President of the Association of Environmental and Resource
Economists (1998-2000). Dr. Palmquist received a B.A. in Mathematics from the University of
Colorado in Boulder and an M.S. and Ph.D. in Economics from the University of Washington.

Jeffrey Pidot retired in 2007 as chief of the natural resources division in the Maine Attorney
General’s office, a position he held for 17 years. From 2004 to 2005, he was a visiting fellow at
the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy in Cambridge, Massachusetts, where his work focused on
conservation easement issues and reforms. In the early 1980’s, he was executive director of the
Maine Land Use Regulation Commission, the planning and zoning agency whose jurisdiction
covers half of Maine. In 2007, he received the lifetime achievement award of the Natural
Resources Council of Maine, that state’s leading environmental advocacy organization. Mr.
Pidot is a graduate of Princeton and the University of Pennsylvania Law School.

Joseph Sax is the James H. House and Hiram H. Hurd Professor of Environmental Regulation,
Emeritus, at Boalt Hall School of Law. His major books include Mountains without Handrails:
Reflections on the National Parks (1980); Water Law, Planning and Policy: Cases and Materials
(1968); Water Law: Cases and Commentary (1965); Defending the Environment (1971); and,
most recently, Playing Darts with a Rembrandt: Public and Private Water Rights in Cultural



Treasures (1999). He also has written scores of articles, a number of which are widely
recognized as among the most important and influential in the field of environmental law. He
has been a visiting professor at Stanford University and the Universities of Utah and Paris, and
was a fellow at the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences. He is currently a
fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and his awards and citations include the
Distinguished Faculty Achievement Award from the University of Michigan, the Elizabeth Haub
Environmental Prize of the Free University of Brussels, the Audubon Society’s Conservationist of
the Year Award, the William O. Douglas Legal Achievement Award from the Sierra Club, and the
Environmental Quality Award of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. He has served as a
consultant or board member for 19 different environmental public service organizations and
was awarded an honorary doctor of laws degree by the lllinois Institute of Technology. From
1994 to 1996, Professor Sax served in the Clinton’s administration as the Counselor to the
Secretary of the Interior and Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy at the U.S. Department of the
Interior. He is a graduate of Harvard University and the University of Chicago School of Law.

Daniel Siegel is the Supervising Deputy Attorney General in charge of the California Attorney
General's Land Law Section in Sacramento. He represents various state agencies in complex
state and federal land use lawsuits, including many takings actions, and represents the Attorney
General directly regarding matters such as redevelopment and the protection of Lake Tahoe.
Professor Siegel represented the State of California at trial and during appeals in Tahoe-Sierra
Preservation Counsel v. TRPA, et al., and he authored amicus curiae briefs on behalf of the
Attorney General in takings cases such as Brown v. Legal Foundation of Washington (before the
U.S. Supreme Court) and San Remo Hotel v. City and County of San Francisco (before the
California Supreme Court). Professor Siegel authored and updated the regulatory takings
chapter, and co-authored the litigation chapter, in the CEB California Land Use Practice book.
He also regularly gives presentations and writes articles concerning takings, and has testified
before Congress and the California legislature regarding takings issues. He obtained his
undergraduate degree from Cornell University in 1972, and his law degree from New York
University School of Law in 1975.

Kristine Tardiff is a trial attorney in the Natural Resources Section of the Environment and
Natural Resources Division of the United States Department of Justice. In this position, Ms.
Tardiff represents the United States in Fifth Amendment takings litigation and certain public
land law matters. Prior to joining the Department of Justice in 1995 through the Attorney
General’s Honors Program, Ms. Tardiff served for two years as a law clerk to the late Honorable
Shane Devine, Senior Judge for the United States District Court for the District of New
Hampshire. Ms. Tardiff received her J.D. in 1993 from Northeastern University School of Law.

Laura Underkuffler is the J. DuPratt White Professor of Law at Cornell University Law School.
Before joining the Cornell Law faculty in January of 2009, she was Arthur Larson Distinguished
Professor at Duke Law School. She has also taught at Harvard, the University of Pennsylvania,
Georgetown, and the University of Maine. She has published widely in the United States and
abroad in the fields of property theory, constitutional law, and the role of moral decision
making in law. Professor Underkuffler received the Faculty Scholarship Award at Duke in 2003



for her book, The Idea of Property: its Meaning and Power. Professor Underkuffler began her
legal career with a clerkship in the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals. She also served as special
counsel in the U.S. Senate and has been a fellow at the Woodrow Wilson international Center
for Scholars in Washington, D.C. Professor Mitchell attended the William Mitchell College of
Law, receiving a J.D. in 1978, and Yale Law School, where she received an L.L.M. in 1987 and a
J.S.Min 1994.



